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KC Scholars Funding College For 
Lee's Summit Students
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For many Lee’s Summit and KC 
metro students, college is out of 
reach – until it isn’t. Local nonprof-
it KC Scholars recently made the 
impossible more likely for 10 Lee’s 
Summit high school students from 
low- to moderate-income house-
holds with scholarships worth 
more than $250,000.

All told, KC Scholars pledged in 
2022 more than $12 million to make 
college dreams come true for 450 
area high schoolers, and up to an-
other $5 million over the next fi ve 
years in aid for 200 adult learners. 
KC Scholars recently recognized all 
of this year’s scholarship recipients 
and their families at KC ScholarFest 
2022, a unique event at Kauff man 
Stadium where awardees enjoyed 
VIP access, free food, live entertain-
ment and fun activities. Many local 
colleges and universities were also 
on hand to provide information 

about their schools.
In Lee’s Summit, fi ve 11th grad-

ers, now high school seniors, re-
ceived “Traditional Awards” worth 
up to $50,000 for a two- or four-

year degree. The Traditional schol-
arship is valued at up to $10,000 per 
year, renewable for fi ve years. An-
other fi ve Lee’s Summit students 
– all 9th-graders – will benefi t from 
“College Savings Match Awards,” 

a one-time 1:1 match of up to $1,000 
saved for college and an addition-
al $400 for achieving college-ready 
milestones in high school.

Launched in 2016 and borne of 
Ewing Marion Kauff man’s vision 

to make a postsecondary education 
att ainable for everyone, KC Schol-
ars has served more than 6,000 stu-
dents. Of those, 77% are fi rst-gener-
ation college students, and 81% are 
individuals of color.

KC Scholars is a 501(c)(3) col-
lege scholarship and support pro-
gram designed to increase the 
college completion rate for low- 
and modest- income students and 
adult learners across a six-county, 
bi-state service region (Johnson 
and Wyandott e Counties in Kan-
sas; Cass, Clay, Jackson and Platt e 
Counties in Missouri).

The fi ve Lee’s Summit 2022 Tra-
ditional Award KC Scholars from 
the Class of 2023 are:

Eliza Bake, Ethan Gruen, San-
tosh Hanumanthiah, Hannah Tai 
from Lee's Summit High School

Johnasia Carter from Lee's Sum-
mit North High School

Lee’s Summit City Council Meeting
The Lee’s Summit City Council 

met August 23 to discuss these is-
sues.

Diventures Preliminary Devel-
opment Plan

City Council held a public hear-
ing to discuss a preliminary de-
velopment plan for Diventures, a 
swim and scuba diving training 
facility. The development would be 

located at 2951 NE Independence 
Ave at Strother Crossing, on the 
corner of Northeast Strother Road 

and Northeast Independence Ave-
nue next to the Breaktime gas sta-
tion. 

Following the public hearing, 
City Council unanimously ap-
proved an ordinance approving the 
preliminary development plan.

U-Haul Moving and Storage 
Preliminary Development Plan & 
Special Use Permit

City Council held a public hear-
ing to discuss a preliminary devel-
opment plan and special use permit 
for U-Haul Moving and Storage 
proposed at 1150 SE Blue Parkway. 
The three-story development will 
consist of an 88,404 square-foot 
of� ce/self-storage building and a 
10,559 square-foot U-Box building 
on 4.11 acres.

The project faced opposition at 
the Planning Commission and the 
City Council public hearing from 
neighbors with concerns about 

property values, truck traf� c in 
residential neighborhoods, scale of 

the three-story building and traf� c 
safety. The Planning Commission 
recommended denial in a 5-2 vote.

Following the public hearing, 
council did not pass ordinances ap-
proving the preliminary develop-
ment plan and a 30-year special use 
permit for the storage facility.

Napa Valley Subdivision Final 
Plat

City Council approved an ordi-
nance accepting a � nal plat for the 
Napa Valley subdivision in south-
ern Lee’s Summit off Pryor Road. 
This � fth and � nal plat for the Lee’s 
Summit neighborhood will include 
30 lots for new homes.

The next meeting is Sep. 6.

Lee’s Summit Water Utilities Recognized For High Customer Satisfaction
Lee’s Summit Water Utilities re-

leased the results of the 2022 Cus-
tomer Survey which shows high 
overall satisfaction with the quality 
of water and sewer services.  A to-
tal of 629 residents completed the 
survey which was administered by 
ETC Institute in the spring of 2022.

The Customer Survey was de-
veloped to objectively assess cus-
tomer satisfaction with the delivery 
of water and sewer services and 
provide customers with an oppor-
tunity to provide open-ended feed-
back.

The results found that a major-

ity continue to be happy with the 
reliability of water service (94%), 
the reliability of sanitary sewer ser-
vice (90%), clarity of drinking water 
(88%), the smell of drinking water 
(87%) and variety of bill payment 
options available (86%). Respon-
dents were asked to select four ser-
vice items that should receive the 
most emphasis over the next two 
years. The top four priorities in or-
der of importance were safety and 
taste of drinking water, reliability 
of water service and water service 
charges.

“We are encouraged by the feed-

back received from our customers 
and will use the results to deter-
mine where we need to focus our 
eff orts to ensure we are meeting the 
community’s needs,” said Director 
of Water Utilities Mark Schaufl er, 
“I’d like to thank our community of 
engaged citizens who took the time 
to let us know what’s most import-
ant to them.”

In the future, Water Utilities will 
conduct a customer survey annual-
ly. Full survey results are available 
at LSWater.net.


